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PRESS INFORMATION

For release on Monday, 19 October 2009

New Editors’ Code changes take effect

Three changes to the Editors’ Code of Practice, to which the British
press subscribes voluntarily and which is enforced by the Press
Complaints Commission, come into operation today.

The amendments were announced last month click here. They
cover:

® Privacy — Clause 3 has been amended to make clear that the
PCC will take into account relevant previous disclosures
made by the complainant.

* Harassment — Clause 4 will require journalists in situations
where harassment could become an issue to identify
themselves if requested to do so.

* The Public Interest exceptions will include journalistic activity
where editors can demonstrate a reasonable belief that they
were acting in the public interest at the time.

The new look Code is now available online and can be printed
out in a single-page format in A4 or A3.

The Society of Editors is also mailing 30,000 copies of the Code
in a handy wallet-size format to journalists, politicians and civil
society organisations. Bob Satchwell, the Society’s Executive
Director, said:

“The Code should always be close to hand in every journalist’s
pocket — not the bottom drawer of their desks. That is the best way
to show sceptics that the Code is a respected and powerful
influence on the way the Press works.”

To view the amended Code click here.
To print out the Code in 1-page A4 format click here

To print out the Code in larger 1-page A3 format click here.

For further information contact lan Beales (see details leff)



